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Hon'ble members of Parliament, 

The august body of which you are privileged 
to be the members, embodies the hopes and aspirations 
of all sections of people inhabiting different pans of 
India. However, you owe a special responsibility to 
the socio-religious minorities who had, in the words 
of Dr. Ambedkar, 'willingly accepted the rule of the 
Majority' and, for which reason, Pandit Nehru had 
emphasised at the time of adoption of the Constitution 
that 'it is an act of faith for the Majority Community 
to behave towards them in a generous, fair and 
just way.' 

(Ref, Proceedings of the Constituent Assembly) 

The most prominent of such minorities are the 
Sikhs. Notwithstanding their limited numerical 
strength, they have played a singularly conspicuous 
and courageous role in the socio-spiritual ar' 



political regeneration of this Land. Besides 
hastening the fa!! of the corrupt and tyrannical 
Mughal rule, they saved the geographical integrity of 
India a: a very bitter cost, against Afghan aggression 
in the eighteenth century. And, above all, during the 
Freedom struggle against the British ruler the 
contribution of the Sikhs, in men and materia! both. 
is the tamest. Out of a total of 121 men who courted 
gallows, as many as 93 were Sikhs, and similarly, of 
a total c" 2646 sentenced to life imprisonment, no* less 
than 2147 were again the Sikhs, to cite only two 
cat%ones. Again, but for the bitter struggle put up 
by the S vhs, the whole of Punjab aud Bengal would 
have been lost to Pakistan. To save these areas, 4ff* 
of the Si-.h population had to undergo an harrowing 
experience of murder of a large number of their 
kith and kins,plunder of their properties and the loss of 
their ancestral homes & hearths. However., the Sikhs 
bore all these sufferings in the hope that, in Free 
India, they would be able to live wirh honour. The 
outstanding sacrifices of the Sikhs find a special 
mention in the proceedings of the Constituent 
Assembly as well, when the sub-committee on 
minoritiei said in its report, dated November 23, 1941>: 
"We are acutely aware of the tragic sufferings 
which the Sikhs suffered before and after the 
partition of Punjab. The holocaust in West 
Punjab has deprived them of many valuable 
lives and great material wealth. The special 
tragedy of the Sikhs was that they had a.so to 



abandon many places particularly sacred to their 
religion." 

However, these words proved to be very poor 
palliatives for the Sikhs, because, while framing the 
constitution, not only all the promises made to the 
Sikhs by the National leaders that their special intere- 
sts as a Minority would be adequately protected, were 
ignored but, provisions were made in the Consti- 
tution which pose a threat to their very socio- 
spiritual and cultural identity. A brief reference to 
such promises is imperative to bring home this point 
more adequately. 

The first such specific commitment was made 
to the Sikh in 1929, when, at its Lahore session, the 
Congress Party passed a resolution to the effect that : 

"The Congress assures the Sikhs that no solution 
in any future Constitution will be acceptable to 
the Congress that does not give them full satis- 
faction," (Bef. Indian Constitutional Documents, 
by A.C. Banerjee Vol. II p. 377) 

The commitment was solemnly reiterated by 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1931 when, while attending a 
religious function at Gurdwara Sis Ganj Delhi, he 
tried to remove the misgivings of a section of the 
Sikhs on this score, in these words : 

"I ask you to accept my word and the resolution 
of the Congress that it will not betray a single 
individual much less a Community. If it ever 
thinks of doing so, it would only hasten to its own 

doom ,...1 pray you to unbosom yourself 

of all your doubts and apprehensions. Let God 



be the witness to the bord thst binds me and the 
Congress to you- 

i venture to suggest that the non-violence creed 
cf the Congress is the surest guarantee of good 
Tjith and our Sikh friends have no reason to ? ear 
that it would betray them. For, the moment ?t 
coes so, the Congress would not only thereby 
s*al its own doom hut that of the Country too 
r/oreover. the Sikhs are a brave people. Thev 
kr y--' ho'.v to safeguard their rights by the ex3rcis2 
of arms, if it should ever come to that " 

(R&1. Young India, dated 19th March. 7S31) 

7 .-.!■*» position was further reiterated publicly 
by Mr. Jiwahar Lai Nehru at a Press Conference K 
Calcutta after the All India Congress Conirniuee 
meeting held there in which he said : 

"Tha brave Sikhs of Punjab are entitled ?.e 
special consideration. I sse nothing wrong in ?t 
area and a set up in the North wherein the H%j&s 
can & so experience the glow of freedom." 

(Statesman. Catcuita 7th July 75~5) 

On inoiner similar occasion. Pt. Nehru agum 
repeated these solemn commitments to the Sikhs in 
the following words : 

"Redistribution of provincial boundaries was 
essential and inevitable. I stand for semi-auto- 
nomous units as wall. If the Sikhs desire to 
function as such a unit, I should like them to have 
semi-autonomous unit within the province so that 
they ma-, have a sense of freedom" 

(Extrzzls from Congress records as reproduced in 
'Puriabi Suba', a Nathra! Book Club Publication 

P- 747) 
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The first resolution moved by Pi. Jawahar Lai 
Nehru on 9th December 1946 in the Constituent 
Assembly is the most eloquent endorsement of these 
repeated assurances. The resolution says : 

••Adequate safeguards would be provided for 
minorities in India. It was a declaration, a pledge 
and an undertaking before tha world, a contract 
with millions of Indians and. therefore, in the 
nature of an oath, which we must keep," 
(Ref. Framing of Indian Constitution by B. Shiva Rao, 

A study p. 187) 
It is nothing short of betrayal of solemn faith 
to ignore these and many more such commitments 
rcpra:edly held out to the Sikhs and, what is worse, 
to accuse them now of unpat riot ism. separatism and 
what not. 

The genesis of the communing unrest among 
the Sikh ranks for the last more than 35 years is, 
therefore, rooted in these historical facts and any 
solution thereof would have to lake due note of them. 
It is really unfortunate that during all this period no 
serious attempt has been made in this direction inspite 
of the fact that not a single Sikh demand mitigates 
against the Constitution or the integrity of the 
Country. Instead, to add insult to injury, a "highly 
\itpurative compaign of vilification has been mounted 
against the Sikhs to confuse the real issues. 

As implied in Pandit Nehru's concept of 'Unity 
in Diversity*, India is a multi-lingual, multi-religious 
and multi-national Land. In such a Land, a micro- 



•.vpic minority like the Sikhs, has genuine forebodings 
ilnti, Iixe Buddhism and Jainism earlier, they may 
;,!sv> lo,e their identity in the vast ocean of overwhel- 
ming Hindu majority, Their misgivings in this respect 
v. ore footer heightened by the highly arbitrary 
.■..innner in which they were defined as Hindus under 
_iule 2? tf the Constitution even in the face of stiiT 
reliance b\ Uiexr representatives in the Constituent 
A -.vNiib!;-. The repeated affirmations currently being 
,ru:/by the Sikhs that They are a Nation' must 
fc» -vn in this context. It is a reiteration of their 
re "Ive to uphold the sanctity and intcgritv of 
their individual identity, and. it is with this very 'end 
in view, that they seek amendment of article 25 of 
the restitution and the provision of a separate 
Per .<'.-al Law of their own, like those of the Hindus 
anci i:v NLisIirns 
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"?• • ■'--': -speaking, the historical background 

m t 'v Anandpur Sahib resolution which embodies 
some specific demands for the attainment of which 
the Sikhs are waging peaceful and Constitutional 
strug'A tor the last about one year and in which they 
have si-u more than a Lakh and a half of their men, 
women "id children, to jail and have lost about 150 
more m fake police encounter: and other related 
incident- These demands are : 

1. Autonomous status for the states. 

2. Restoration of Chandigarh and the left out 
Puni-ibi speaking areas to Punjab. 



3. Application of internationally and even nationally 
recognized riparian principle for the distribution 
of Punjab river waters and vesting of the control 
of its headwords in the hands of Punjab, as in 
the case of other states. The Akali Dal has ofie-^I 
to accept the verdict of the Supreme Court on 
this issue. 

4. Granting second language status to Punjabi in 
the adjoining stales of Punjab as provided in 
the Nehru formula. 

5. An end to the forcible eviction o^ Sikh Peasants 
from the states of U.P.. Haryuna and Rajasthan, 
as is being done in utter disregard of article 19 of 
the constitution of India. 

6. Allocation of its due share to Punjab from the 
Central Pool. 

7. Recruitment to army on the basis of merit as 
upto 1974. Restrictions imposed on the basis of 
population are violative of article 16 of the 
Constitution. 

8. Enactment of an All India Gurdvvara Act 
on the lines of the Sikh Gurdwara Act 1925 for 
proper maintenance of holy Sikh Shrines, and an 
end to governmental interference in the religious 
affairs of the Sikhs. 

9. Granting of Holy city Status to Sri Amritsar on 
the lines of Kurukshetra, Banares and Hardwar 
etc. 



I(. Installation cf high powered transmitter at 
Golden Temple Amritsar for broadcasting holy 
Gurbani only, to eater to the pressing demand 
of the Sikhs at home ar.d abroad. 

II. Vacation of all restrictions on the wearing of 
*K.irpan' by the Sikhs in all walks o\" life. Such 
restrictions are ultra vires of article 25, Explana- 
tion II of the Constitution of India. 

'.2. Last, but not the least, an end to the eompaign 
of ruthless repression against the Sikh youngmen 
and the unconditional release of those who are 
being tortured in jail. 

Thus, as is evident, all the demands of the Sikhs 
itti constitutional and based upon the principles of 
.\i>iice and equity. The continued intransinger.ee el 
•.he authorities to concede them is actuated by narrow- 
party and personal considerations. 

Hon'ble members, destiny has vested you with 
a role which can make or mar the future o\" this Great 
Land. As such, you owe it to your Countrymen and 
more so. 'die minorities, to uphold the principles cf 
.lu>iiee and HouLv b> which you swear. This alone 
can ensure a place of honour for this Country. 

Sant) Harchand Singh Longowa! 

President, 
Shiromani Akali Dal, Amritsar. 
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